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Why are people racist? 
 
A: There are many reasons why people are racist. A lot of a person's attitudes and 

opinions are formed during childhood. If someone is taught to be racist from an early 

age by a family member, for example, these attitudes are likely to stick with the 

person throughout their life.  

 

Often, when asked, racists are unable to explain why they hate people of a different 

skin colour, nationality or culture. Racists commonly use people of different ethnic 

backgrounds as ‘scapegoats’ on whom to blame their problems and make sweeping 

negative generalisations about these groups of people. 

 

 The racist comment “They take our jobs and our homes” is one of the most frequently 

cited ‘justifications’ for racism. This is simply not true. Racism can also be stirred up by 

the media. Witness recent anti-asylum seeker campaigns run by some of the 

newspapers in Britain. Constantly running stories about 'bogus' asylum seekers and 

using emotive language such as a 'flood' of refugees helps to create an atmosphere of 

hostility amongst sections of the general public.  

 

Britain is in tenth place in Europe per head of population for asylum applications. The 

vast majority of refugees go to countries in the middle East or Africa, often the 

Countries that border their own. Asylum seekers in the UK receive only 70% of income 

support. Even though many are well educated and highly skilled and would like to 

contribute to society, they are not allowed to work. 
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TASK 1:      Racism   Research one of the above. Discuss the events 

briefly and explain why you think they happened.  

 

Task 2: Answer the following questions  

Description Picture Motive? When? 

 

9/11 
 

 

 

Black on 
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Racial 

Hatred 

 

 

Historical 

 

Mosque Arson 

Attack 
 

 

 

Religious 

Hatred 

 

Modern  

Day 

 

 

Holocaust 
 

 

 
 

White on 

Black 

Racial 
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Modern  

Day 
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Murder of 

Steven Lawrence 
 

 

 

Black on 

White 

Racial 

Hatred 

 

Modern 

Day 

http://www.infowars.net/pictures/Oct06/231006spet11.jpg
http://www.pahrumpvalleytimes.com/2005/06/24/photos/arson.jpg
http://texasvc.weblogswork.com/wp-content/images/holocaust 1.jpg
http://sociology.camden.rutgers.edu/jfm/sa-2003/District6Museum-AparteidSign1.jpg
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.kickitout.org/images/29.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.kickitout.org/index.php?id%3D25&h=210&w=245&sz=12&hl=en&start=2&tbnid=fVAKTEDcCu8-LM:&tbnh=94&tbnw=110&prev=/images?q%3Dsteven%2Blawrence%26gbv%3D2%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DG
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1. Racism is when people are treated badly because of their: 
a) Skin colour, nationality or culture 
b) Weight 
c) Disability 
d) Ability at school 
 
 
2. If you hear racist abuse at school you should: 
a) Ignore it 
b) Start a fight with the person 
c) Tell a teacher 
d) Join in 
 
3. What should you do if you hear racism at a football match? 
a) Ignore it 
b) Join in 
c) Tell a steward or police officer 
d) Move away from the racists 
 
4. Who were the main groups of people persecuted and murdered by Nazi Germany? 
a) Actors and actresses 
b) Jews and Gypsies 
c) Singers and songwriters 
d) Black and Asian 
 
 
5. From where can people get racist ideas? 
a) Television 
b) Parents and friends 
c) Newspapers /Social Media  
d) All of the above 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Task 3: Read the following information about the Media Myth.  
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The media is an extremely powerful tool – television, radio, newspapers, the 

internet, magazines and advertising have the capacity to educate, inform, 

include and challenge millions of individuals.  

As viewers, we all need to remain critical and aware of how the media is shaping 

our perceptions and constantly question our assumptions and prejudices. With 

the profit motive in mind, let’s remember that the media will always opt for 

characters and coverage that is going to attract the most viewers or sell the 

most papers, so consider that we may only be seeing part of the picture. 

 Also, with unregulated social networking playing such a huge role in people’s 

lives, it’s important to acknowledge that our opinions about groups of people 

could be easily manipulated and based on very little fact. 

 

 

Task 4: Carry out the following tasks.  

(a) Purchase a local or national paper and look inside.   

(b) Find a news story about racism 

(c) Cut the news story out 

(d) Find out the following information from the news story.  

(e) How do you think the readers will feel about this/these group(s) after 

reading the headline? 

(f) Sometimes newspapers use words to grab their readers’ attention. Which 

words would do this in your newspaper headline? How do you think these 

words will make readers feel? 

(g) Which group of people have been affected by racism? 

(h) What was the nature of the crime? 

(i) How has the media (your chosen newspaper) presented the information? 

 

 

Task 5 “Strange Fruit” 
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Watch and listen to the song by Billie Holiday.  ( 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Web007rzSOI  )  

Write the answers to these questions in your jotters without speaking to anyone 

else. 

1. What do you think the song is about overall? 

 2.What does it aim to make the listener feel?  

3.Comment on the use of word choice and imagery it uses to create this feeling.  

4.Comment on the music and the singing of the song. 

5. Discuss with someone at home, your first impressions of the song and make 

notes  of all the ideas, based on the four questions above. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Web007rzSOI

